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ST BARBATUS, OR BARBAS, CONFESSOR, BISHOP OF

BENEVENTO

(A.D. 682)

[From Ms two authentic lives in Bollandus, t. iii. Febr. p. 139.   See Ughelli, Italia Sacra,

t. viii. p. 13.]

ST BARBATUS was born in the territory of Benevento, in Italy, toward the
end of the pontificate of St Gregory the Great, in the beginning of the
seventh century. His parents gave him a Christian education, and
Barbatus in his youth laid the foundation of that eminent sanctity which
recommends him to our veneration. Devout meditation on the holy
scriptures was his chief entertainment; and the innocence, simplicity,
and purity of his manners, and extraordinary progress in all virtues,
qualified him for the service of the altar, to which he was assumed by
taking holy orders as soon as the canons of the church would allow it.
He was immediately employed by his bishop in preaching, for which he
had an extraordinary talent; and, after some time, made curate of St
BasiPs, in Morcona, a town near Benevento. His parishioners were
steeled in their irregularities, and averse from whatever looked like
establishing order and discipline amongst them. As they desired only
to slumber on in their sins, they could not bear the remonstrances of
their pastor, who endeavoured to awake them to a sense of their miseries,
and to sincere repentance: they treated him as a disturber of their peace,
and persecuted him with the utmost violence. Finding their malice
conquered by his patience and humility, and his character shining still
more bright, they had recourse to slanders, in which, such was their
virulence and success, that he was obliged to withdraw his charitable
endeavours amongst them. By these fiery trials, God purified his heart
from all earthly attachments, and perfectly crucified it to the world. Bar-
batus returned to Benevento, where he was received with joy by those
who were acquainted with his innocence and sanctity* The seed of
Christianity had been first sown at Benevento by St Potia, who is said
to have been sent thither by St Peter, and is looked upon as the first bishop
of this see* We have no names of his successors till St Januarius, by whom
this church was exceedingly increased, and who was honoured with the
crown of martyrdom in 305. Totila, the Goth, laid the city of Benevento
in ruins in 545. When St Barbatus entered upon his ministry in that
city> the Christians themselves retained many idolatrous superstitions,
which even their duke, or prince Romuald, authorized by his example^
though son of Grimoald, king of the Lombards, who had edified all Italy
by his conversion. They expressed a religious veneration to a golden
viper, and prostrated themselves before it: they paid also a